
J CAMP ALUMNI SURVEY 2008 
 
The Asian American Journalists Association (AAJA) thanks The Annie E. Casey 
Foundation for providing the funds to track, survey and produce a report on J 
Camp alumni, showing how effective the program has been with encouraging 
multicultural high school students to pursue journalism careers. This support has 
made it possible for AAJA to develop a system of tracking J Camp alum, a 
system that will continue to be used to collect information in the years to come. 
 
During January 2008, AAJA and The Annie E. Casey Foundation collaborated on 
designing the survey. The next month, research began to locate the 293 students 
who graduated from J Camp since the program began in 2001. Students were 
invited to fill out the survey, posted on surveymonkey.com. The survey was 
active throughout March and April, with access via a link on the AAJA website’s J 
Camp page. The survey was designed to collect the information anonymously. 
 
Of the 293 students, AAJA was able to identify current e-mail addresses or other 
contact information for 154 students. A total of 67 students (23 percent of all 
graduates) completed some or all of the survey questions. See the complete 
survey and results in the section below. 
 
SURVEY & RESULTS 
 
The following is the survey and summary of results, with some detailed answers 
(unedited) to open-ended questions: 
 
Introduction: J Camp is now in its eighth year. We are interested in learning 
more about the experiences of alumni and what your work and interests in 
journalism have been since attending J Camp. In addition, some graduates have 
expressed an interest in networking with other J Camp participants. The following 
questions ask about these topics and should only take ten minutes of your time 
to complete. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact AAJA 
Student Programs Coordinator, Nao Vang, at (415) 346-2051, ext. 102 or 
programs@aaja.org. Your input is very much appreciated. Thank you for your 
time and cooperation. 
 
1. Please describe your current educational situation: 
 
Currently enrolled in high school       9.2% 
Graduated high school or equivalent, not in college and no college degree  3.1% 
Currently enrolled in undergraduate studies      72.3% 
Graduated college, not in graduate school      12.3% 
Currently enrolled in graduate school/studies     3.1% 
Graduated graduate school or obtained advance degree beyond college  0.0% 
None of the above applies to me        0.0% 
 
answered question 65 



skipped question 2 
 
2. Please describe your current work situation: 
 
Working full-time in media, journalism, or communications    10.8% 
Working full-time in other field       7.7% 
Working part-time in media, journalism, or communications (include school) 32.3% 
Working part-time in other field       12.3% 
Not currently working         41.5% 
 
answered question 65 
skipped question 2 
 
3. If employed, please list employer and job title. 
 
• Yale Undergraduate Admissions, Undergraduate Recruitment Coordinator.  
• The New York Times Student Journalism Institute 2007 Wilmington Star-News, 

Intern NAHJ Student Projects, Participant Orlando Sentinel, Intern 
Washingtonpost.com, Intern Capital News Service Online News Bureau at the 
University of Maryland, Multimedia reporter   

• Time Out: Film Correspondent/Photographer   
• Marketing Associate in Advertising @ Digitas NY   
• University of Illinois - Systems Administrator Mimosa Acoustics, Inc. - Technician   
• Wells Fargo Bank, Teller   
• UCLA Athletics   
• MTV Networks, Programming Headquarters Coordinator   
• Lionheart Group Identity Theft Specialist   
• Editorial Intern, New York Magazine   
• Internews Network, Research Assistant, Global Health   
• USC Design Studio, Student Designer   
• The Columbus (Ga.) Ledger-Enquirer   
• CanDoGo, Content Editor/Consultant   
• Research Intern, Rohatyn Center for International Affairs, Middlebury College   
• Hawaii Winter Baseball (Sports Information Director/Web Editor)   
• Miami Hurrricanes Senior Sports Writer  
• United States Active Army   
• La Voz Latina Newspaper, Managing Editor ORlando Sentinel, Kaiser Intern   
• THE FAMUAN NEWSPAPER , EDITOR IN CHIEF   
• The Daily Iowan, Daily Iowan Metro Reporter   
• WJRT-TV; News Producer (part-time)   
• DJ, The Untitled Show, KVRX Talent and Crew member, Sneak Peek, TSTV Crew 

member, Movie Junkies, TSTV Crew member, KVR News, TSTV Writer, performer, 
That's Awesome, TSTV   

• Oshkosh Northwestern general assignment reporter   
• Exelon Electrical Design Engineer   
• Business Manager and Chief Operating Officer, The Stanford Daily   
• Harvard University, Institute for Quantitative Social Science, Research Assistant   
• Twin Cities Public Television - Associate Producer (FT job) Freelance 

writer/photographer/communications   



• *Duke Magazine, Duke Alumni Association - Student intern (Fall 2007-present) *The 
Chronicle (student newspaper, so not paid) - News reporter   

• Kohlberg Kravis Roberts & Co. Intern   
• Sclesinger Associates, Qualitative Assistant GSTV, Sports Reporter   
• Progressive Auto Insurance, Claims Adjuster   
• Emma L. Bowen Foundation for Minority Interests in Media, Partner Company: KFAI-

FM, Minneapolis, Minnesota (Summer only, full-time college at Wheaton College, 
Wheaton, Illinois) 

 
answered question 33 
skipped question 34 
 
4. If you are working in journalism or intend to pursue a career in 
journalism, please list your top 3 reasons you have chosen this field. 
 
Reason 1: 
• A chance to give a voice to the voiceless 
• Enlightenment 
• Opportunities to have incredible experiences 
• Personal Interest 
• Public Service 
• I love to write. 
• Passion  
• I would like to be able to tell people's stories. 
• Passion for writing  
• my inquisitive nature 
• My Passion  
• Being on the bleeding edge of news 
• Meet interesting people   
• love to write   
• Opportunity to meet people from all walks of life  
• A way to inform and empower my community  
• wide exposure 
• To positively change the world.   
• I enjoy writing stories and investigation  
• I like it  
• Traveling 
• convergence reporting - video, photo gallery, print, online 
• Contact with People  
• something new all the time  
• I'm undecided whether this will be my final career choice, but there is always news 

and it's constantly changing. 
• Challenging  
• I have always been interested in the journalism field and informing others of news.  
• Understanding different perspectives  
 
Reason 2: 
• To uncover the stories of those who have had their histories suppressed  
• Discovery  
• Good fit for personal skill set 



• Interesting/Diversity of Experiences  
• The classes for this degree are amazing.  
• Curiosity/Desire to Learn New Things Every Day   
• It is an invigoration to work on tight deadlines.  
• The chance to meet lots of interesting people  
• skill at and passion for writing 
• Ability to tell people's stories  
• Meeting and interviewing influential individuals  
• Travel 
• love sports   
• Adrenaline rush to meet deadline  
• Make connections with lots of people   
• opportunity to reach people  
• To keep the public aware of the decisions made within the country.  
• I like the idea of online media  
• Have been working in it for several years  
• Informed  
• telling the stories of a community, both good and bad   
• Importance in Social/Cultural Exchanges  
• freedom of speech  
• Journalism requires you to be versatile and adapt quickly, and I love that 

sponteanity.  
• Fun  
• Attending the AAJA's J Camp helped me realize just how exciting being a journalist 

can be and how many different things in life you can do by working in journalism.  
• Learning to love others   
 
Reason 3: 
• To bring understanding among diverse groups and usher in a system of 

multiculturalism that preserves individual, cultural integrity  
• Chicks  
• Exciting new directions in multimedia   
• Challenging and Rewarding   
• It has been my interest since childhood.   
• I cant imagine doing anything else!   
• It allows me to be creative and enjoy my true passion of writing.   
• An opportunity to give voice to the voiceless   
• journalism's unique challenges   
• Ability to change the world   
• Practicing my writing skills  
• Going to work is enjoyable  
• love to broadcast  
• Possibility of traveling around the world, and telling stories from those respective 

places.  
• Make a difference  
• continual learning experience  
• To make a difference.  
• It's a field in which I could meet a lot of interesting people  
• I am good at it  
• Interested in television  
• a full-time job in an uneasy economy  



• Tool for Peacemaking  
• telling your stories!  
• Journalism is the only field that lets you be almost anything.  
• Make a difference  
• I have chosen to pursue a career in journalism because I can not see myself being 

satisfied working in any other profession.  
• Producing something worthwhile for the public  
 
answered question 28 
skipped question 39 
 
5. If you have chosen NOT to pursue a career in journalism, please list your 
top 3 reasons why you have not chosen this field. 
 
Reason 1: 
• Do not like daily writing  
• My college does not offer journalism as a major.   
• Wanting a stable career   
• developed interest in other fields  
• Shrinking market   
• Low pay   
• I have since decided that I would like to pursue law school and/or business school   
• Journalism will always be an option for me   
• I'd rather be able to get more involved with people's issues and help them directly.   
• Job security  
• Low starting wages  
• Desire to have more creative freedom   
• Dry  
• Greater interest in pursuing a law degree  
• education  
• LOW PAY RATE  
• Wanted something more reliable (biochemistry)  
• college required a dual major for journalism undergrads   
• Pay not high enough  
• Decline in industry opportunities and health  
• Interest in graduate studies in economics  
• i want to financially support my parents as soon as I graduate  
• I am not sure if the business can sustain itself  
• too competitive 
• Difficult job market to navigate  
• Dying, outmoded print industry  
• Have interests elsewhere  
• difficulty in finding internships 
 
Reason 2: 
• Would prefer to pursue journalism as a hobby rather an as a career  
• Engineering seems more interesting to me. 
• Want to help people through public health/medicine 
• sought to partake in processes I was interested in covering through more direct, 

firsthand involvement  
• Shrinking budgets  



• Uncertainty in the field  
• I fell in love with television and working in the television industry (not broadcast 

journalism)  
• Want to work directly in government   
• Want to integrate more elements of design into effective communication  
• Uninspiring  
• I like writing but I don't know if I have a passion for reporting.   
• money   
• INTEREST IN BUSINESS MANAGEMENT  
• Enjoyed acting too much (going to graduate school for that)  
• political science, U.S. justice system has piqued my interest  
• Entry into top journalism jobs is extremely difficult  
• Uncertain job prospects  
• i became interested in public policy 
• I don't think I can make it as a humor writer, the style i enjoy   
• satisfied with current field  
• Low-paying jobs for the most part  
• Lack of editorial independence   
• Want to do something other than Journalism  
• worry about job security 
 
Reason 3: 
• Looking for something more profitable in the short term  
• I prefer science and math more.  
• N/A   
• uncertain job market and prospects in journalism   
• Sensationalistic pieces catering to celebrity crazed audiences   
• Not sure if it is my passion 
• I still love interviewing people, but I don't think I'm cut out for the grueling hours that 

print journalism entails   
• Need predictable schedule  
• All the Presidents Men   
• I don't enjoy constantly writing on deadline.  
• its also difficult to find anyone who is willing to print my stories.  
• CONTROL ORIENTED  
• Realized I don't like writing that much   
• Journalism is still an option; I'm exploring other studies because I believe I still have 

time (to choose journalism or not)   
• Job security is a bit shaky   
• at berkeley, there is no journalism program  
• I don't think the pay would be that awesome and I'd like a family   
• have a sibling with passion for journalism  
• Extremely demanding career field (but this also depends on what you decide to do, I 

guess)   
• Tired of Journalism from High School  
• desire to go to graduate school while working full-time 
 
answered question 28 
skipped question 39 
 



6. What other work, internship, or volunteer experiences in media, 
journalism, or communications have you had since J Camp? CHECK ALL 
THAT APPLY 
 
Internet   38.8% 
Multimedia   23.9% 
Newspaper   64.2% 
magazine   17.9% 
Radio    13.4% 
Television   31.3% 
None of the above  16.4% 
 
answered question  67 
skipped question  0 
 
7. Please list any personal highlights and achievements since attending J 
Camp. 
 
• Editor in Chief of High School Newspaper Admission into Harvard University 

(undergraduate study) Arts Writer for the Harvard Crimson Director of major theater 
productions  
 

• I continued to work in newspaper journalism throughout high school and received 
scholarships from the Miami Herald and the Sun-Sentinel. I currently attend Yale 
University, where I am pursuing a degree in history. Last summer I interned at ABC 
news in Miami, and I am taking a class on magazine journalism at Yale this 
semester.   
 

• Chosen to participate in exclusive New York Times Student Journalism Institute in 
Miami in 2007. Winner of National Association of Broadcasters scholarship (SDX of 
Washington D.C.) Won Mark of Excellence award for online reporting in regional SPJ 
competition. Participated in NAHJ Student Projects Will participate in ASNE reporting 
experience Intern with New York Times Regional Company Kaiser Health Intern with 
the Orlando Sentinel  
 

• Covered Sundance Film Festival in 2008 for Time Out. Directed TV commercials that 
have aired on NBC, ABC, CBS, Fox, and cable. Directed a music video that will air 
on mtvU next month.  
 

• 2003: attended Northwestern University's National High School Institute for 
Journalism 2004: graduated from high school, started college at Princeton University 
2005: interned at Office of Congresswoman Madeleine Bordallo (Guam) in 
Washington DC 2006: interned at CosmoGIRL! (dream job) and Quick & Simple in 
NYC, received Ferris Grant for Summer Internships in Media from Princeton 2007: 
accepted to ASME and Time Inc. internship programs, interned at In Style through 
ASME  
 

• Made some great connections   
 

• Full-ride scholarship to Santa Clara University.   



 
• I was admitted to the graduate journalism program at Northwestern.   

 
• Coordinated a fashion show for my high school, won regional and state competitions 

for DECA Marketing. Graduated from high school.   
 

• I'm currently a design editor for the Harvard Crimson, and am planning events as the 
Harvard Pre-Medical Society's Special Projects Manager.   
 

• Attended the MOSAIC summer journalism workshop, a two-week program in which 
20 students collaborated on an annual newspaper, at San Jose State University 
(sponsored by the San Jose Mercury News). One of my articles was reprinted in the 
Sports section of the Merc.   
 

• Interning at ABC 20/20 and Primetime Production and design editor at school 
newspaper, which is currently undergoing redesign with Mario Garcia's design firm.   
 

• I was accepted to the University of Pennsylvania and plan on majoring in 
International Relations.   
 

• CNN Washington DC Intern (2 Summers) Sen. Barack Obama Press Intern Al 
Neuharth Free Spirit Scholar   
 

• I interned at MTV Networks, and during my internship I was asked to give a 
presentation to the company's President of Entertainment, Brian Graden. Since then 
I have stayed on with MTV through freelance work and will be working with them 
again this summer, but not at a higher level than my internship before. I will be 
spending my junior year of college abroad at Oxford University.   
 

• Graduated High School Pursuing a Print Journalism Degree at Texas State   
 

• Winner of 2005 Knight Ridder/McClatchy Scholars Program Virginia Student 
Journalist of the Year South Asian Journalists Association Scholarship Interned at 
McClatchy Washington Bureau   
 

• won a full four-year scholarship to college National Society of Collegiate Scholars 
member   
 

• See: http://www.linkedin.com/in/thomasngo  
 

• Editor high school newspaper year after jcamp.   
 

• Trustee Scholar at USC   
 

• Gates Millennium Scholar Cool Kid Award   
 

• I have received a scholarship/internship with the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. I will be 
interning with the Olympic News Service this summer at the 2008 Summer Olympics 
in Beijing.   
 



• Graduated from UC Berkeley (May 2006), started my first journalism job at the 
Ledger-Enquirer in July 2006   
 

• I received a full-ride scholarship from the Rocky Mountain News in 2003. During the 
summers of 2004 and 2005 I worked as an intern general assignment reporter at the 
Rocky Mountain News for eight weeks each summer. I also worked as a stringer 
during the general elections in 2004 and 2005. From March 2006 to March 2007 I 
served as the student representative to the board of the Denver Press Club, one of 
America's oldest such clubs. I also worked at my national award-winning college 
newspaper for four years, including as Assistant News Editor and News Editor. As J 
Camp was the experience that really confirmed that journalism was the right career 
for me, I'm not sure any of those achievements would have happened without my J 
Camp experience in 2002.   
 

• McClatchy (Formally Knight Ridder) Scholar 4 Summer Internships (The Herald, The 
Miami Herald, The Philadelphia Daily News, and The Myrtle Beach Sun News) After 
Graduation in May 2008 will work for the Miami Herald   
 

• Became a Presidential Scholar at Hawaii Pacific University   
 

• I got into Yale, the school that I have always dreamed of attending.   
 

• Became a Senior Staff Sports Writer as freshman for the Miami Hurricane at the 
University of Miami   
 

• Press Department internship at the Council of Europe in Strasbourg, France; One 
year study abroad in Strasbourg, France; Internship with CNN Headline News in 
NYC; Study abroad in Beijing, China 
 

• Graduated high school and wrotw the entire ceremony from scratch. I have also 
written several poems/stories that help others move on with losing a loved one.And 
attending J Camp expanded my options in getting a job and/or signing up for the 
military.   
 

• I learned how to network and experienced getting my first business card from 
someone. I eventually made connections and today I have an entire Rolex full of 
contacts. They have been the catalysts of my career. Also, I wrote a real news story 
for the first time. It was scary to go out into the city and interview people, especially 
someone as shy as myself. But AAJA pushed me and today I am not afraid of getting 
any story, which has pushed my career farther than I could ever imagine.   
 

• MICHIGAN BROADCASTERS ASSOCIATION AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE, 
HEARST JOURNALISM AWARD   

 
• Traveled to South Africa to conduct research (2007) - UNCF-Merck Undergraduate 

Fellow (2008) - Academic Vice President, student government association (2007-
2008)   
 

• Since J-Camp I was selected as an Al Neuharth Free Spirit Award recipient, I was 
also selected as the Iowa High School Press Association's Journalist of the Year.   
 



• -Won 2004 Trustees Scholarship from the National Academy of Television Arts and 
Sciences -Promoted to producer (part-time) at my station, first as a weekend 
morning show producer and then weekend night producer   
 

• Visited D.C. with freshman honors journalism class, toured Supreme Court and the 
Cyprus embassy   
 

• Received a full ride to study journalism in Hong Kong   
 

• being a Chips Quinn Scholar and a Pulliam Fellow being part of Voices in San Diego 
attending UNITY student campus   

 
• American Legion National H.S. Oratorical 3rd place State Finals Valedictorian   

 
• Graduated with Honors from Stanford University. Have worked at National Public 

Radio and The Metropolitan Museum of Art. Lived and studied in Paris, France and 
Beijing, China. Invited to contribute to the Encyclopedia of Modern China 
(forthcoming, Gale/Schribner's).   
 

• Interned on U.S.-Mexico border, where I wrote biographies about former 
maquiladora workers; co-edited nationally-recognized school newsmagazine   
 

• With my high school diploma in hand, I headed to Harvard College, where I'm 
studying economics and mathematics to work in public policy.   
 

• -i got the opportunity to study abroad in France -got into a scholarship program in 
berkeley   
 

• I write and copy edit for the Jug humor magazine and I copy edit for the Brown Daily 
Herald.   
 

• Scholarships, grant to travel abroad on journalism program   
 

• *Recipient of the Angier B. Duke Scholarship at Duke University - One of nine merit-
based scholars in the Class of 2011 *Admitted at Harvard University, Princeton 
University, the University of Chicago, Northwestern University, the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill (Morehead-Cain Scholarship finalist) and Duke 
University. Ultimately chose Duke. *High school newspaper - Editor-in-chief my 
senior year. Awarded "Best News Story" award by the South Carolina Independent 
Schools Association Publication Awards *Evening Post Publishing, The Post & 
Courier - Teen contributor for my local newspaper my junior and senior years   

 
• The usual. Covering great events and speakers. Meeting big shots.   

 
• Became Editor-In-Chief of Washington County High School's newspaper. Continued 

to be sports contributor for local newspaper, The Sandersville Progress, until 
graduation.   
 

• Lots of fun, dorm experience was nice, amazing speakers   
 



• Editor-In-Chief of School Newspaper "Zephyrus;" Al Neuharth Free Spirit Scholarship 
and Conference Selection; JEA Journalist of the Year Competition, State Runner-Up; 
Minnesota High School Press Association, All-Minnesota Editor (2 time recipient) 

 
answered question 51 
skipped question 16 
 
8. What are/were your main fields of study (major and minor) in college? 
(For high school students, please select your intended major and minor 
fields of study) CHECK ALL THAT APPLY. 
 
Arts/Music     10.3% 
Behavioral Sciences    6.9% 
Business     22.4% 
English Literature and/or writing  8.6% 
Health      3.4% 
Humanities, other than English  25.9% 
Journalism or Communications  43.1% 
Science or Engineering   17.2% 
Technology      0.0% 
Did not attend college    5.2% 
Other major or minor (please specify) 25 
 
answered question 58 
skipped question 9 
 
9. For college students and graduates, if you did NOT major or minor in 
journalism, why not? 
 
Majored or minored in journalism (check and continue to next question)  13.5% 
Took some journalism classes but decided on other major    16.2% 
Didn't take journalism classes but participated in related college activities  32.4% 
Journalism was not offered as a major at my college    54.1% 
Other (please specify) 8 
 
answered question 37 
skipped question 30 
 
10. We are interested in the different kinds of experience and relationships 
that affect J Camp participants' continuing studies and work in journalism. 
For each of the following, please describe whether the item had a positive, 
negative or negligible (NA) impact on your opinions and experiences of 
journalism. (Please check one box for each item) 
    Positive Negative N/A   
J Camp experience  95.5% (21) 4.5% (1) 0.0% (0) 
School newspaper  87.0% (20) 4.3% (1) 8.7% (2) 
Internship or work  78.3% (18) 0.0% (0) 21.7% (5) 
Relationships   73.9% (17) 0.0% (0) 26.1% (6) 
Other    62.5% (5) 0.0% (0) 37.5% (3) 



 
Note: This survey question had to be individually re-administered due to a technical problem that 
did not allow for checking more than one field. 
 
DEMOGRAPHICS OF RESPONDENTS  
 
1. I am an alumni of J Camp (Year): 
 
2001   6.5% 
2002   16.1% 
2003   11.3% 
2004   19.4% 
2005   19.4% 
2006   17.7% 
2007   4.8% 
Don't Remember 4.8% 
 
answered question 62 
skipped question 5 
 
2. My gender is: 
 
Male   50.0% 
Female  50.0% 
   
answered question 62 
skipped question 5 
 
3. My age is: 
 
17 5%  
18  16.7%  
19 20%  
20  25%  
21 11.7%  
22  11.7%  
23 8.3%  
24  1.7%  
 
answered question 60 
skipped question 7 
 
4. My Race /ethnicity is: 
 
African American 16.4% 
Asian American 55.7% 
Pacific Islander 4.9% 
Caucasian  3.3% 
Multiracial  13.1% 
Chicano/Latino 11.5% 



Native American 3.3% 
Other   1.6% 
 
answered question 61 
skipped question 6 
 
5. In what ways would you like to continue to be contact with J Camp? 
Check all that apply. 
 
I would like to join a network to connect with other J Camp graduates.  91.4% 
I would like to endorse J Camp by sharing my experiences in journalism.  55.2% 
Please do not contact me in the future.      1.7% 
 
answered question 58 
skipped question 9 
 
6. Please describe any of your experiences or accomplishments in 
journalism that you would like to share with your fellow J Camp alumni.  
 
• I don't have many except for some work with the Harvard Crimson (Harvard's oldest 

and largest newspaper). I wrote some articles for the news section, for arts, and did 
quite a lot of work with the business board (can say a lot about ad sales, circulation, 
etc.)    
 

• Sun-Sentinel: Best Reporter, Correspondent of the Year, Sun-Sentinel scholarship 
(all upon high school graduation in 2006) Miami Herald Silver Knight Winner in 
Journalism, 2006 ABC production intern, WPLG Miami, summer 2007 Yale class of 
2010    
 

• Covered Sundance Film Festival in 2008 for Time Out. Directed TV commercials that 
have aired on NBC, ABC, CBS, Fox, and cable. Directed a music video that is 
currently airing on mtvU.    
 

• Since participating in J Camp 2002, my passion for journalism has only continued to 
grow. I interned last summer at In Style through the American Society of Magazine 
Editors Summer Editorial Internship Program, and I have also interned at 
CosmoGIRL! and Quick & Simple. After graduating in June, I plan to freelance travel 
write for a bit before moving to New York to pursue a career in the magazine world.    
 

• I'm currently a Harvard Crimson design editor    
 
• I became editor of my high school newspaper    

 
• I worked for the convergence newsroom at the AAJA Journalism Convention in 

Miami, FL. But, I am more proud of my work that I have done so far at MTV where I 
have helped the company establish a presence online through Web 2.0 social 
networking websites.    
 

• Currently working at New York Magazine Will work at the News & Observer (Raleigh) 
this summer Columbia Daily Spectator editor (former), senior staff writer    



 
• Maryland Student Journalist of the Year, NSPA, 2005    

 
• Working for the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, MissouriLife Magazine, and interning with 

the Olympic News Service this upcoming summer.    
 

• When we got to go out in the field with the AP photographers, I went with Lenny 
Ignelzi to the Del Mar Track. While we were there a big crash happened and I got the 
picture. I ran front page in the San Diego Union Tribune. I was extatic. That 
experience help fuel my passion and love for photojournalism and I will never forget 
my experience at J Camp. I hope to come back one day and help upcoming students 
with the experiences that I had at J Camp and since then.    
 

• Campus TV station experience; Internship with Council of Europe in France; 
Internship with CNN NY    
 

• It gave me the oppertunity to meet some of the biggest names in journalism. It also 
opened my eyes and made me realize the turmoil that we are put through on a daily 
basis. Attending J Camp encouraged me to speak my mind and if i want to find the 
facts it is as easy as asking a few questions. Also to get both sides of the story or 
conflict.    
 

• I participated in the first New York Times Student Journalism Institute for Latino 
students in January 2007 and it was amazing. The TImes has been watching me 
ever since. Also, I interned for New York TImes company newspapers and have 
received solicitations from the Boston Globe, Dallas Morning News, and St. 
Petersburg Times. I am considered a multimedia journalist, having learned skills in 
flash, audio, and video. Watch out for me at UNITY, because I will be with Kaiser 
Health Internships and visiting my pals from NAHJ.    
 

• - Published in Regional Voice magazine, a periodical published by African-American 
Seventh-day Adventist leadership (2005)  
- Worked for 4 years as teen writer for the Huntsville Times (2001-2005)    

 
• Becoming an integral part of the student television station.    

 
• my online portfolio of journalism experiences is located at www.aldrichtan.com. I'd be 

happy to talk about how J-Camp really made me see journalism as a full-time career 
and got me started to where I am at now.   
 

• I became editor-in-chief of my high school newspaper and am currently on the staff 
of the Harvard College Economics Review.    
 

• After I first got into college, I took a break from journalism since it was basically my 
entire life in high school. A semester went by, and I rejoined -- not out of habit, but 
because I sincerely enjoyed it. I think college is a good time to ask yourself what you 
really like to do, and weed out what has just become habit. Although journalism will 
not be my career, what I've learned writing and editing for newspapers and 
magazines has been invaluable.    
 



• I've worked on Emmy award winning shows at our PBS affiliate and it's been an 
amazing experience!    
 

• Currently attending Georgia State University majoring in Journalism.   
 

• Wrote for college newspaper, and also attended Unity.    
 

• Some of the experiences in J Camp were really formative to my later admittance into 
the Emma L. Bowen Foundation for Minority Interests in Media. 

 
answered question 23 
skipped question  44 
 
7. We may want to follow up with you about this survey or if you are 
interested in connecting with other J Camp participants, please provide us 
with the following information: 
 
Email  100% 
Phone 32.2% 
Cell  57.6% 
 
answered question 59 
skipped question  8 
 


